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Peace and Sustainability: A Basis for Education
Eiichiro Ochiai
Global Educator, Winter 2011, p14-17

Humankind is currently in a deep trouble. The end of human civilization is now
a question in the realm of possibility. An immediate issue is economic crisis:
the current capitalistic market economy is now critically wounded. The
basic idea behind the current economy is ‘growth’ (of economic activities in
terms of quantity), which is contradictory to a sustainable human
civilization. Our economic activities (consumption) have now surpassed the
carrying capacity of the earth, and are on the brink of collapse. Besides, a
few individuals, the so-called economic elite have cleverly or grossly
(depending on the point of view) steered the whole economic system in a
direction in which only they benefit from the economy, and the great
majority of humankind suffer economically. The impetus for economic
growth makes nations to compete for the limited resources on the earth,
threatening us with, perhaps, an ultimate war between big players. In order
for humankind to avoid such dangers and establish a sustainable and
peaceful civilization, all humankind — the young and children above all —
must learn how to approach it. With this in mind, here | will try to show
very briefly what needs to be implemented in the education system.



A Talk at a College in the US

April, 2014, Eiichiro Ochiai

| would like to suggest that Higher Education needs
to be changed in such as way that it helps the
Human Society to become more equitable and
sustainable. Of course, “greening” of the
environment is one of the necessary conditions for
such a society, but that is not sufficient.
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(2) BEEBEHFHI XT L Car sharing pilot projects like
“Witkar” began as early as the 1960's and 1970's, but modern
car sharing programs launched in 1987 in SW|tzerIand and
later in 1988 in Germany, and came to North America via
Quebec City in 1994. [The first successful car share in the USA,
Portland Oregon's CarSharing-PDX

(3)As of January 1, 2012 - based on data provided by Susan
Shaheen, University of California, Berkeley - 25 U.S.
carsharing programs claimed 718,596 members sharing 9,817
vehicles; and 92,118 members shared 2,526 vehicles among
19 carsharing organizations in Canada.



http://www.mobility.ch/
http://www.stattauto.com/
http://www.communauto.com/
http://www.innovativemobility.org/
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Car2Go

$0_41 $14.99 /Vr @

|
plus tax )
plus tax t per hour maximum
per minute

45 Cents y e
plus tax $81¢.99 300 -
per km after 200 km plus tax

per rental

per day maximum



Village Vancouver

http://www.villagevancouver.ca/

We envision Vancouver as a vibrant city at the leading edge of sustainability,
where residents know their neighbors and participate in collective actions
to minimize their ecological footprint. The focus is on quality of life issues
including local food production and distribution, a full-employment local
economy, renewable energy, and low-impact transportation. Residents
participate actively in their governance and work with civic, business, labor
and voluntary sector groups in planning and carrying out activities that
respond to changing conditions and that contribute to a high quality of life
for all in Metropolitan Vancouver. A central focus of our planning work is
the creation of an Energy Descent Action Plan, a set of defined milestones
on the path toward fossil fuel independence. Village Vancouver inspires a
transition to a sustainable culture by encouraging, facilitating and
supporting individuals and organizations to take actions that help people to
adapt to changing ecological conditions and contribute to a high quality of
life for all. We hold the provisions of the Earth Charter as the core
principles of our understanding of sustainability and peaceful co-existence.




Kitsilano Transition Village

We're part of Village Vancouver's Transition Town initiative. The
Transition Town movement started in England a few years ago
and has quickly spread all over the world. TT's are a way to
generate a grassroots, community wide response to Climate
Change and Peak Oil (have you noticed that we seem to be
depleting a lot of our "natural resources" rather quickly?),
and to the economic instability and insecurity we seem to
facing more and more nowadays by building community
resiliency. What it really all boils down to is that connecting
with your neighbors can be one simple, but very effective
way of dealing with some of this stuff in tangible (and fun
and satisfying) ways.






Some activities

Kits Village Permaculture Guild two food forests and looking for
new projects.

Monthly Potluck 2nd Sundays 6-8. Sometimes w/movie or workshop.
Salon d'Elan Vital discussion and potluck 1st Sat or Sun 1-4.

Seed Library/Seed Savers We meet occasionally, 2nd Tuesday
morning and table the Library at street fairs, Westside Community
Food Market, the KV Collaborative Garden. Free seeds, seed
swapping, and donations!

Westside Collaborative Garden A balcony garden at Kits House.
Weekly work parties Tuesday 4-5:30.

Drop in "Spaghetti" Nights Neighbors cooking meals for other
neighbors. Summer/Fall evenings run Aug-Nov.



Another Village-Piscataquis Village Project

* The Piscataquis Village Project "was founded to establish the first
compact, car free village in the United States...Though our project
will not construct buildings, we will draft the street plan and
simple design code, based on the best of traditional practices, that
will guide the build-out of the site. Attached, durable and fire
resistant buildings, no taller than a walkable height, will front on
narrow streets, with continuous arcaded sidewalks offering shelter
for the elderly and mobility challenged.

* Buildings will be arranged to create plazas, serving as markets and
democratic meeting places for all classes of people, and will
surround interior courtyards for more private space. All
destinations will be within convenient walking distance, with
vehicles garaged at the village perimeter. 375 acres of garden
space, sufficiently sized for each household to raise a significant
amount of food, will encompass the developed zone "The green
belt, other than the area designated for vehicle parking, would
also be a zone for allotment gardens, small scale agriculture,
playing fields, outdoor recreation and park-like green space."”
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(8) SDG (sustainable development goals) -h7 4 WFM-Goals:

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable
agriculture

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning
opportunities for all

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*
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