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The Forum on Shrinking Society

CHARTER

The economic growth strategy is facing a dead end. Fossil fuel depletion and
environmental concerns have been the topic of discussion recently, with the only solution
provided being to hold some superstitious belief that future technological advancement
will somehow overcome the problem. In order to maintain the current exponential
economic growth, available resources and land must also increase annually. Even a 2
percent annual growth rate will in 100 years lead to a 7.2 fold, and in 200 years a 52 fold
increase in necessary land and resources. This is obviously not possible and will only
result in a world-wide corruption. The whole world will be fighting over scarce resources.
In fact, the war over fossil fuel is already underway. This is why the discussion for “de-

growth” and sustainability has come under the spotlight in recent years.

So what kind of “sustainability” are we talking about? Is it that of the current economic
growth, lifestyle, environment, or resources? It's simple - we're talking about
sustaining resource and environment for our future generations. For this, we must
reduce our resource usage. Say we have a 100 years’ worth of fossil fuels. If we reduce
our usage of this valuable resource by 1 percent a year, there will be another 100 years’
worth of fossil fules left forever. If we reduce our usage further, the resource will be
available for more than 100 years. This is the most practical way of preventing resource

exhaustion.

In terms of the environment, the amount of carbon dioxide in the air will perpetually
increase as long as we continue to use fossil fuels. If we can reduce the usage of fossil
fuels then we can also slow down the increase in carbon dioxide emission. If, in the future,
a new resource or technology becomes available, then an adjustment can always be made
to this reduction plan. However, it is not smart to continue the current growth with an
unsupported hope “for an alternative resource to become available and make everything

fine”.

The current economic system is based on mass production and mass consumption with
quantitative growth and global competition. As a result, our lives are flooded with
physical “stuff” which we have become addicted to. Our ever-growing society is already

showing signs of discordance instead of happiness. The desirable model of shrinking



society on the other hand supports local production and consumption, which requires
less energy, is more ecological, and more durable in the long-term. People will no longer

be addicted to physical “stuff” but instead nurture each other and promote creative life.

After the drastic earthquake that hit Fukushima, Japan’s electric power usage has
decreased by 10 percent This in itself shows that the above-mentioned road to shrinking
society is possible. Happiness comes from not only physical abundance but also affluent
community life and creative work. By following the road to shrinking society we are

taking responsibility for our future generations.

The economic growth strategy is facing a dead end. In order to avoid crisis, it is necessary
to shrink the physical size of society. At present, there are many problems, such as
resource depletion, environmental pollution, population explosion, expanding inequality
and terror attacks and wars. The Forum on Shrinking Society is being created to link

and unite professionals from various fields in hopes of finding solutions to these problems.
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